184                  UNDECLARED   WAR
The post-war situation in the Baltic had also sup-
plied National Socialist Germany with admirable
gunpowder to be used when the time should seem ripe.
The economic difficulties of Danzig and Memel, which
had not been prosperous in the years preceding 1914,
were not to blame, but, as ever, the grotesque inap-
plicability of the principle of self-determination to the
countries on the Baltic. The peacemakers perhaps
achieved their happiest compromise in the matter of
Danzig, for given goodwill in the place of malevolence
there was no reason why the arrangement they made
should not have worked. Danzig was a city and a
territory inhabited by Germans, but its position at the
mouth of the Vistula gave it military control of Polish
Pomorze and Poznania, and, as originally the only
seaport of Poland, Danzig could control Polish export
overseas. Thus if Germans were not to be coerced by
Poles nor Poles by Germans a compromise was essential,
and the political autonomy of Danzig with Polish con-
trol of her customs and railways and of her foreign
relations seemed to meet the case if, as it was intended,
the League of Nations kept such control within unag-
gressive limits. If, however, propagandists could ob-
scure the strategic dependence of the Polish "Corridor"
upon Danzig they could maintain with great plausibility
that the Germans of Danzig had unjustly been cheated
of their self-determination. Later, when Poland built
Gdynia, the propagandists plausibly discovered that
the justification for the Danzig arrangement had dis-
appeared, though actually Gdynia made the "Corridor"
more important to Poland, not less so, and Poland was
perfectly able by now to feed two big ports.
In the complicated questions of Vilna (Wilno) and